NAME OF VENUE
For the Birds
Music by Victor Zupanc   Words by Kevin Kling
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(FOR MINNESOTA VENUES) For the Birds is made possible through the support of The Jerome Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the many donors to the Zeitgeist Commissioning Collective. This tour of For the Birds is made possible in part by a grant provided by the Minnesota State Arts Board, through an appropriation by the Minnesota State Legislature from the Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund with money from the vote of the people of Minnesota on November 4, 2008.

Program Information
These poems were written as I was recovering from a motorcycle accident. I learned that to survive a trauma one needs two things; a sense of humor, and sense of self. Stories give us both of these. When I can tell a story of something it doesn’t control me anymore. Stories ask the big questions; where we come from before life, where we go after death, what is sacred, what is funny, and then even if the answers aren’t discovered, by the asking we know we’re not alone. I am especially thrilled to be working with Victor Zupanc and Zeitgeist on this project. I admire them greatly as artists and innovators and am very moved and impressed by their musical interpretation of these poems.















—Kevin Kling

Kevin Kling grew up in Osseo, Minnesota and graduated from Gustavus Adolphus College. He has appeared at the National Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, Tennessee, performed at area theaters such as Open Eye Figure Theater, and written two books. He has been a commentator on National Public Radio’s “All Things Considered” and is a proud member of the trio, Bad Jazz.

Ever since I met Kevin Kling about 15 years ago I have had the joy of observing the many, many virtues that pour daily from him including courage, humility, confidence, fear, honesty, determination and an unending generosity of spirit.  He has always been a huge inspiration to me.  When Kevin gave me these poems to look at several years ago and told me they were about various birds that he had observed while recovering in a hospital room I was immediately intrigued.  When I read them I found a body of work that exhibited all of the aforementioned traits of Kevin’s and much more.  These poems, for me, are about life and death, about sickness and health, about joy and fear.  When a hawk dives to the ground and picks up a mouse the event is both tragic and jubilant depending on the perspective.  Joyful for the hawk who’s about to feed his newborn chicks but tragic for the mouse who will never again see his babies at home.  

These poems speak honestly and transparently about strength and weakness, sadness and joy, about hope and uncertainty.  They are about birds and also very much about humanity.  In setting these poems I tried to create music that would honor and highlight and emphasize every nuance that I could glean from the words and the phrasing offered by Kevin.  For me, musically, no style or influence was off limits.  I wanted to create pieces that are uniquely individual, honoring each poem, but also a cohesive collection of pieces that are inseparable and flow from one to another informing the listener along the way.  You will hear a multitude of styles and genres but also a vast trail of motifs that help to connect the dots.  I knew from the beginning that Zeitgeist was the perfect vehicle to drive this piece.  I also knew that I had to write Kevin and myself into the piece because that way I would get to perform with Zeitgeist and with Kevin Kling at the same time!  And that is absolutely a dream come true.





—Victor Zupanc

Victor Zupanc has composed music for over 250 plays at some of the most prestigious theaters in America including The La Jolla Playhouse, The Guthrie, Playwrights Horizon, San Diego Rep, New Victory Theatre, Brooklyn Academy of Music, The Kennedy Center, Missouri Rep and The Berkeley Rep. Mr. Zupanc has composed many concert pieces for various choirs, orchestras and chamber groups and has received numerous major awards and honors for his work. In addition, he has scored feature films and documentaries that have been distributed worldwide.  Since 1989, Mr. Zupanc has been the resident Music Director/Composer at the Children’s Theatre Company. 

Lauded for providing “a once-in-a-lifetime experience for adventurous concertgoers”, Zeitgeist is a new music chamber ensemble comprised of two percussion, piano and woodwinds.  One of the longest established new music groups in the country, Zeitgeist commissions and presents a wide variety of new music for audiences in the Twin Cities and on tour. Always eager to explore new artistic frontiers, Zeitgeist collaborates with poets, choreographers, directors, visual artists and sound artists of all types to create imaginative new work that challenges the boundaries of traditional chamber music. The members of Zeitgeist are: Heather Barringer, percussion; Patti Cudd, percussion; Pat O’Keefe, woodwinds; Shannon Wettstein, piano. Up to date information about the ensemble and its activities can be found at www.zeitgeistnewmusic.org. 
